An investigation of the hydrolysis of Tween 80 reagent by Branhamella catarrhalis and related organisms (Neisseria and Moraxella species) revealed that only B. catarrhalis gave a positive result. A total of 226 strains, including reference organisms and clinical isolates, were studied. B. catarrhalis changed the color of the reagent from amber to pink-red after overnight incubation. We recommend this simple and cost-effective test as an alternative procedure to DNase testing or tributyrin hydrolysis or as a supplemental procedure for the identification of B. catarrhalis in clinical specimens.
Branhamella catarrhalis, previously classified as Neisseria catarrhalis (6) , is now considered a major pathogen. It has been reported as causing respiratory infections (1, 8) , otitis media in children (5) , and wound infections (3) and as being the etiologic agent in systemic infections (2) .
Various tests are used to separate this organism from closely related Neisseria species (4, 6) and occasionally from Moraxella species (7) .
Because The tubes were placed in a regular incubator without C02 and incubated for 24 h at 35°C. A positive reaction was considered to have occurred when the color of the tube contents changed from the original amber to pink-red. The tubes that showed no change were reincubated for 24 h, checked for change in color, and then discarded.
The results revealed that all 33 isolates of B. catarrhalis hydrolyzed Tween 80 after 24 h of incubation, producing a clear-cut change in color from amber to pink-red. All other organisms tested remained negative even after an additional 24 h of incubation.
The testing for Tween 80 hydrolysis was performed at the time of the identification, as the organisms were recovered from the clinical specimens. The test was performed oii colonies growing on one of the following media: chocolate agar plates (BBL), tryptic soy agar with 5% sheep cells (BBL), or brain heart infusion agar slants with 6% sheep cells (Remel).
When we employed a very heavy suspension of the organisms, with turbidity at a no. 4 Our study revealed that Tween 80 hydrolysis is reliable, simple to perform, and cost-effective (approximately 16¢ per test, including the cost of the tubes). We recommend it as an alternative procedure to DNase testing or tributyrin hydrolysis or as a supplemental procedure for the identification of B. catarrhalis in clinical specimens.
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